
1 190 Silverado Trail Napa, California 9451 5 

Mr. Frank Fwte 
Chief of Regulatory Branch 
Chief, Regulations & Procedures Division 
A h h o l  & TobQcco, Tax & Trade Bureau 
Attn: Notice 36 
1310 G Street N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20220 

RE: CalistogaEstate 
Pending American Viticultural Area (AVA) Petition for Calistoga 

Dear Mr. Foote: 

I am the managing director for Chateau Calistoga LLC DBA "Calistoga Estate" as its trade name 
and label. In April of 2005 we purchased a small estate h-the Calistoga area. The property has no 
vineyards of its own, but rather we contract with ~ d l e r  ~ e k  in Santa Rosa to make our wine. We use only 
Napa gtapes but not all b m  the Calistoga region. To my horror, I just discovered that there is an 
application pending to make the Calistoga area an AVA We have spent thousands of dollars, and a 
tremendous amount of time building the name Calistoga Estate. We now sell this wine in Maryland, 
Washington DC, Viiginia, Delaware, Texas, Georgia, and California. Starting in January we will add 
New Yolk and Washington State to our portfolio. Needless to say that the granting ofthis AVA will 
causeusgteatbarm.IwishIhadkeownatthetimewepurchasedthispropertythatsuchactionwas 
pen-- 

I am aware that Cdistoga Cellars has also been in touch with you with a similar concern. I know that Mr. 
Bo Barrett of Chateau Montelena has expressed some understanding of the problem and seems to be 
willing to make some kind of ac~ommodation for both Calistoga Cellars and W o g a  Estate. 

A simple solution if the AVA is enacted would be to grandfather in i n g a  Estate and Calistoga 
Cellars. 
I am not sure if you had a period for comments on this proposal but would be very much interested in 
meeting with you. As you can see from the address I am living in Silver Spring, Md. and have a long 
history in the wine business. Twenty five years as owner at Calvert Liquors on Wisconsin Ave. and 
twenty five years as owner of Wines Ltd. In Maryland I have a long history of deahg  first with the 
BATF, then the ATF and now the 'ITB. 

East Coast Office 
3210 N. Leisure World Blvd. Suite 917 Silver Spring, Md. 20906 

Cell: 301-928-9520 E-Mail: marvinstirrnan@aoi.com 



In conclusion, I am sure it is not your desire to hurt us.. . .but by allowing this AVA to go forward without 
any relief for us would be a catastrophe. We are not doing to hurt Calistoga, in fact we help get 
the name recognition which helps all the wineries in the Calistoga region. I hope you would consider 
seeing me so I can personally plead our case. With sincere appreciation. 



1 1 90 Silverado Trail Napa, California 9451 5 

Mr. Frank Foote 
Chief of Regulatory Branch 
Chief, Regulations & Procedures Division 
Alcohol & Tobacco, Tax & Trade Bureau 
Attn: Notice 36 
13 10 G Street N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20220 

Re: Calistoga Estate 
Pending American Viticultural Area (AVA) Petition for Calistoga 

Dear Mr. Foote: 

Back in mid December I sent you a letter introducing myself, and our wine "Calistoga Estate" (copy 
enclosed) At that time I asked if you would be so kind &?o meet with me to discuss our concern and 
possible solution. I realize that it was holiday time and that you were as busy as the rest of us. Now that 
the holidays are over, I would hope you would find some time in your busy schedule to meet with me. I 
am at your disposal at what ever time works for you. 

Sincerely 

Marvin Stirman 
30 1-928-9520 

East Coast Office 
3210 N. Leisure World Blvd. Suite 917 Silver Spring, Md. 20906 

Cell: 301 -928-9520 E-Mail: marvinstirrnan@aol.com 


